
 

 

Reported Speech is not as complicated as it looks. Observe the following chart and see that you only need to pay 

attention to the first verb/auxiliary because that is the one we have  to change! Even though you have a complex sentence, 

only change the first verb/auxiliary & the rest of the verbs remain the same. Don’t forget to change the pronouns!! 

 

PRESENT TENSES PAST TENSES FUTURE TENSES MODALS 

Present SIMPLE 
I am a teacher   

She said she was a teacher 

Past SIMPLE VER BE 
I was home   

She said she had been home 

Future SIMPLE 
I will go   

She said she would go 

I can dance well   

She said she could dance ... 

Present CONTINUOUS 
I am working    

She said she was working 

Past SIMPLE 
I went to the movies   

She said she had gone to ... 

Future CONTINUOUS 
I will be reading   

She said she would be reading  

You may come in   

She said I might come in 

Present PERFECT 
I have watched the movie   

She said she had watched ... 

Past CONTINUOUS 
I was sleeping   

She said she had been sleeping 

Future PERFECT 
I will have arrived at 5pm   

She said she would have ... 

You should go to sleep   

She said I should go ... 

Present PERFECT CONTINUOUS 
I have been studying   

She said she had been  studying 

Past PERFECT 
I had finished   

She said she had finished 

Future PERFECT CONTINUOUS 
I will have been talking   

She said she would have ... 

You must  tell the truth   

She said I had to tell ... 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

1. The woman said (that)  

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

2. She mentioned (that) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 
 

3. She also told us that 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

4. Finally she reported (that) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5. My friend Tony explained 

to me (that) _________________ 

_____________________________ 

6. He also told us (that) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

7. He explained (that) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

8. He confessed (that) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. My friend Susan 

expressed that ______________ 

_____________________________ 
 

10. She told us (that) 

___________________________ 
___________________________ 
 

11. She admitted (that) 

___________________________ 
___________________________ 
 

12. Finally she accepted (that) 

___________________________ 
___________________________ 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

13. Tony told me 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 
 

14. He also said to me (that) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 
 

15.He was told (that) 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 
 

16. Tony warned us (that) 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 
 

 

I will have 

already come 

back  for 

Valentine’s day. 

I will be 

travelling a 

little to 

relax.  

I am not 

working 

today. 

I am a 

nurse. 

I have taken 

care of a lot of 

patients. 

I ate very 

unhealthy 

food. 

I have been 
working in a 

hospital for 5 

years. 

I was a little 

chubby 

when I was a 

child. 

I hadn’t 

learned to 

eat healthily 

at that time. 

I was 

eating a lot 

of sweets 

too. 

I will have been 

telling everybody 

about my trip by 

the end of next 

month. 

I will be 

on vacatio 

next 

month. 

I can do the  

housework 

this 

weekend. 

I am sorry I 

couldn’t  tell 

you the 

news before. 

He must study 

harder if he 

wants to pass 

the exam. 

I may visit 

you some 

time soon! 



 

 

Reported Speech is not as complicated as it looks. Observe the following chart and see that you only need to pay 

attention to the first verb/auxiliary because that is the one we have  to change! Even though you have a complex sentence, 

only change the first verb/auxiliary & the rest of the verbs remain the same. Don’t forget to change the pronouns!! 

 

PRESENT TENSES PAST TENSES FUTURE TENSES MODALS 

Present SIMPLE 
I am a teacher   

She said she was a teacher 

Past SIMPLE VER BE 
I was home   

She said she had been home 

Future SIMPLE 
I will go   

She said she would go 

I can dance well   

She said she could dance ... 

Present CONTINUOUS 
I am working    

She said she was working 

Past SIMPLE 
I went to the movies   

She said she had gone to ... 

Future CONTINUOUS 
I will be reading   

She said she would be reading  

You may come in   

She said I might come in 

Present PERFECT 
I have watched the movie   

She said she had watched ... 

Past CONTINUOUS 
I was sleeping   

She said she had been sleeping 

Future PERFECT 
I will have arrived at 5pm   

She said she would have ... 

You should go to sleep   

She said I should go ... 

Present PERFECT CONTINUOUS 
I have been studying   

She said she had been  studying 

Past PERFECT 
I had finished   

She said she had finished 

Future PERFECT CONTINUOUS 
I will have been talking   

She said she would have ... 

You must  tell the truth   

She said I had to tell ... 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

1. The woman said (that)   

she was a nurse 
 

2. She mentioned (that)  

she was not working 
today.  

3. She also told us that  

she had taken care of a lot 
of patients. 
 

4. Finally she reported (that)  

she had been working in a 
hospital for 5 years. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5. My friend Tony explained 
to me (that) he had been a 
little chubby when he was... 
 

6. He also told us (that)  

he had eaten very 
unhealthy food. 
 

7. He explained (that)  

he had been eating a lot of 
sweets too. 
 

8. He confessed (that)  

he hadn’t learned to eat 
healthily at that time. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. My friend Susan 

expressed (that) she would 
be on vacation next … 

10. She told us (that)  

 she would be travelling a 
little to relax. 

11. She admitted (that)  

she would have already 
come back for … 

12. Finally she accepted (that)  
she would have been telling 
everybody about her trip … 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

13. Tony told me (that) he 
could do the housework 
this weekend. 

14. He also said to me (that)  

he was sorry he couldn’t 
tell me the news before. 

15.He was told (that)  

he had to study harder if 
he wanted to pass the … 

16. Tony warned us (that)  

he might visit us some 
time soon. 

 

I will have 

already come 

back  for 

Valentine’s day. 

I will be 

travelling a 

little to 

relax.  

I am not 

working 

today. 

I am a 

nurse. 

I have taken 

care of a lot of 

patients. 

I ate very 

unhealthy 

food. 

I have been 
working in a 

hospital for 5 

years. 

I was a little 

chubby 

when I was a 

child. 

I hadn’t 

learned to 

eat healthily 

at that time. 

I was 

eating a lot 

of sweets 

too. 

I will have been 

telling everybody 

about my trip by 

the end of next 

month. 

I will be 

on vacatio 

next 

month. 

I can do the  

housework 

this 

weekend. 

I am sorry I 

couldn’t  tell 

you the 

news before. 

He must study 

harder if he 

wants to pass 

the exam. 

I may visit 

you some 

time soon! 


